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LITERARY AGENTLITERARY AGENTLITERARY AGENTLITERARY AGENT

Speilburg Literary Agency represents 
award-winning and debut authors and 
illustrators and offers hands-on editorial 
attention and business management 
throughout clients' publishing careers.

Sera Rivers | Martin Literary & Media Management | @writeloudly | MartinLit.com 

Represents:
▪ Adult Fiction

▪ Picture Books

▪ Young Adult

3uElicly open to ONLY Adult 
Fiction the first 7 days of 
each month; Closed in 
December to catch up; 
Reopening January 2026



EXAMPLE OF A SUCCESSFUL 
QUERY LETTER FROM 

A REAL CLIENT
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UNIVERSAL = burnout; self-care
DISTINCT = cute little sponge!
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Published by HarperCollins on July 9, 2024.
Available everywhere children's books are sold!
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THE DON’TS OF 
FOLLOWING UP ▪ Message agents on their socials

▪ Email when they only use QueryManager for subs

▪ Check in if/when they mention
▪ Inundated with work

▪ Personal issues 

▪ Use their stressful experiences as an excuse to follow up

▪ Respond to rejections

▪ Contact by phone
▪ Do not text/call their personal/agency phone number 

▪ Do not text/call their family, friends, or colleagues

▪ Follow Up in Person
▪ Do not ask about your submission at a conference, event, their agency, 

or any other place you see them in person

▪ Send a letter, gifts, etc. to their home/agency address

▪ Follow up repeatedly

▪ Receive full requests by other agents 

▪ Have an updated version of your novel, UNLESS changes are 
significant

Sera Rivers | Speilburg Literary Agency| @writeloudly | Speilburgliterary.com | SeraRivers.com

Agents are people too, and we appreciate 

professionalism and kindness.



THE DOS OF FOLLOWING UP

If an agent requests your full manuscript:

▪ Do follow their guidelines for how they would like it
submitted

▪ Do wait out the new timeline guidelines before following up

▪ “It takes me 2–4 months to review full manuscripts.”

If you receive similar feedback for revisions 
(and you agree):

▪ Do send the revised manuscript to agents who also had
requested the full

▪ Do wait to hear back before following up again, UNLESS you
have news, such as a WITHDRAWAL or an OFFER OF
REPRESENTATION!

Sera Rivers | Speilburg Literary Agency| @writeloudly | Speilburgliterary.com | SeraRivers.com



THE DOS OF FOLLOWING UP

▪ Do read agent guidelines beforehand

▪ Check query response timeline on website: “I will do my best to 
respond to queries within 2 months” 

▪ Check social media updates : “I have responded to all queries sent 
before or on 11/19/2025”

▪ Do “Reply All” or Forward original query in your follow-up 
email (Query Manager does this for you)

▪ Do be polite; Agents are people too

▪ Do let agents know if you are withdrawing your submission

Sera Rivers | Speilburg Literary Agency| @writeloudly | Speilburgliterary.com | SeraRivers.com



WRITING CAREER 
CONSULTANT SERVICES
Schedule a Zoom meeting with lit agent Sera Rivers to discuss 
your writing goals/career! Maximum meeting time is 60 
minutes per person to allow a chance for others to schedule a 
meeting. May purchase as a gift for someone else. Email sera 
at speilburgliterary dot com to give recipient's name/email.

Tailored to your specific writing goals, a typical session could 
include (for example):

▪ Querying Advice

▪ General Writing Advice

▪ Story Idea Brainstorming Session

▪ On-the-Spot Critique

▪ Writing Career Planning

Please Note: Meetings cannot be scheduled before 
January 5th. Once you pay for the meeting, you will see a 
purchase note with directions on how to book your meeting. 
Please use the same name and email to book the meeting to 
match the purchase records.
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Follow me on Socials: @writeloudly

Sign up for my newslter W.R.I.T.E Agent 

on my website SeraRivers.com for tips 

on the craft of writing, industry news, and 

agenting updates.

Sera Rivers | Speilburg Literary Agency| @writeloudly | Speilburgliterary.com | SeraRivers.com

THANK YOU!
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